
 
 

Feria del Mariachi 2012 
March 2-3, 2012 

 
 

Dear Mariachi Educator,  
 
 
Texas State University is proud to present Feria del Mariachi 2012.  This event will be held on our campus 
and the surrounding San Marcos area on Friday and Saturday, March 2-3, 2012 and will celebrate the 
wonderful mariachi music culture. Last year’s event was extremely successful and we hope that this year 
will be nothing short of the same.  We sincerely look forward to the participation of your mariachi at this 
year’s event. 
 
The festivities will include: 
 

 Mariachi Competition for scholastic and community groups 
 Mariachi Workshops on instrumental and vocal techniques 
 Mariachi Clinic featuring Mariachi 7 Leguas 
 Concert featuring Mariachi 7 Leguas, the first place winners of the 2012 mariachi competition, 

Mariachi Nueva Generación, and Texas State University’s other mariachi ensembles and special 
guest Emcee, Mr. Valente Rodriguez, from the George Lopez show!    

 Presentation of our lifetime achievement award, “La Voz de Oro,” to a prominent figure in the 
mariachi community 
 

For the most up-to-date information and details on Feria del Mariachi 2012, please visit our website, 
www.feriadelmariachi.com.  On this website you will find the application, schedule of events and the 
competition rules and regulations.  Please note that the deadline for applications and fees is Friday, 
February 17, 2012. 
 
We hope that Feria del Mariachi 2012 will be an educational and rewarding experience for all those who 
participate.  Thank you for your time and we hope to see you at our festival.  If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact us using the information listed below. 
 
 
Best wishes to all! 
 
 
 
John A. Lopez 
Coordinator of Latin Music Studies 
PH: (512) 245-7401 
Fax: (512) 245-1236 
Email: Johnlopez@txstate.edu 

Krystyn Jensen  
Administrative Assistant 
PH: (512) 245-7928 
Fax: (512) 245-1717 
Email: kj21@txstate.edu 

mailto:Johnlopez@txstate.edu
mailto:kj21@txstate.edu


Schedule of Events 
 

Friday, March 2 

San Marcos High School Auditorium* 

Time TBD Doors Open 

Time TBD Mariachi Ensemble Competition Begins 

Time TBD Concert featuring SMHS Salsa Band, Orquesta Cascabel 

Time TBD Awards Ceremony 

*Concessions will be sold during the entire event* 
 
 

Saturday, March 3 

LBJ Student Center, Texas State University – San Marcos 

8:00am – Noon Education Workshops 

Noon – 1:00pm Lunch (provided to WS attendees) 

1:00 – 2:00pm Workshop Group Presentations 

2:00 – 3:00pm Clinic provided by Mariachi 7 Leguas 

3:00pm – 7:00pm Workshops End/Dinner (on own)/Prep for Concert 

 
 

Saturday, March 3 continued 

Embassy Suites – San Marcos* 

7:30pm – 9:30pm Mariachi Concert  

*No Outside Food/Beverage may be brought in!  Concession will be 
available for purchase at the Embassy Suites.*



Competition Rules and Regulations 
 

Competition Categories 
 College/University 
 High School Varsity 
 High School Non-Varsity (second group from the same school) 
 Middle School/Jr. High School 
 Community Ensemble (not a public school) 

  

Ensemble Size 
Middle School, High School and College/University Mariachi Ensembles 

 Minimum of  8 students to a Maximum of 18 students 
 
Community Mariachi Ensembles 

 Open  
 

*Groups must plan accordingly as the stage plot will not change to accommodate larger groups.* 
 

Instrumentation 
ALL ensembles must contain the following instruments/parts: 
Voice, trumpet, violin/flute, Guitarrón, Vihuela and guitar 

 Each ensemble must contain vocalists, but vocalists MUST also play an instrument. 
Optional: Harp (a harp microphone will be available) 
 
Participants 
All students must be enrolled at the participating school or organization to be eligible to compete.  
Participants must also be in good academic standing with a grade average of C or higher as mentioned in 
the verification statement of the entry form. 
 
Directors 
The director(s) for the performing group is/are not allowed to be a part of the performance in any capacity.  
At competition time, directors must leave the main stage area BEFORE the performance begins.  NO 
INSTRUCTION may be carried out during the performance.  Any instruction given during the competition 
time will result in a point deduction of 1 – 50 points, depending on the amount of instruction given. 
 

Music 
There are no regulations as to what music is performed.  However, music must be memorized and 
performed within the time limit.  Music stands or music on stage will not be permitted. 
 

Time Limit 
Performances must be between 5-10 minutes in length for each competing ensemble.  Any group outside of 
the minimum or maximum length is subject to a point deduction of 1 – 20 points, depending on the amount 
of time the group is under or over the time limits set.  We will have an official time keeper to record 
everyone’s performance time.  The clock will begin when the group plays their first note.  Please be aware 
of this so you do not lose points because of an on stage warm-up.  The judging will begin after the group is 
announced. 
 
Warm-up Rooms 
There will be two individual warm-up rooms available and each group will have access to one prior to their 
scheduled performance.  All directors must come by the check-in table a minimum of one hour before their 



competition time to announce their arrival.  You will then receive further instructions as to warm-up 
locations and schedule. 

 
Competition Time 
The competition times will be assigned at random and will be emailed to the directors on Friday,  
February 24th.  Your time and any updates will also be available at the check-in table when you arrive. 
 

Competition Stage Set-Up 
There will be a total of 18 microphones on stage for competition.  This includes 12 instrumental 
microphones and 6 vocal microphones (3 of which are stationed in front of the Armonia).  Directors must 
adjust their microphone usage according to the diagram below. 
 

 
 

Judging 
There will be a total of 5 judges.  The judges will be evaluating the groups on Tone, Technique, 
Interpretation and General Effect.  There will be a judge for Vocal, Trumpet, Armonia, Violin/Flute and 
Overall Ensemble Performance.  All judges will be provided with a judge sheet for written comments.  All 
materials will be given to the directors after the awards ceremony.  Contact Mr. Lopez or Ms. Jensen for 
sample judge sheets. 
   

Awards Ceremony 
The awards ceremony will follow the competition on Friday evening.  We will be presenting trophies and 
section awards for the following categories: 
 

 1st, 2nd and 3rd place Middle/Jr. High School 
 1st, 2nd and 3rd place High School Varsity 
 1st, 2nd and 3rd place High School Non-Varsity 
 1st, 2nd and 3rd place College/University 
 1st, 2nd and 3rd place Community Ensemble 
 Best Overall Vocals, Violins, Trumpets and Armonía – Middle/Jr. High School 
 Best Overall Vocals, Violins, Trumpets and Armonía – High School 
 Best Overall Vocals, Violins, Trumpets and Armonía – College/University 
 Best Overall Vocals, Violins, Trumpets and Armonía – Community Ensemble 

 
The first place winners in each of the school categories will receive their trophy from the “Voz de Oro” 
recipient Saturday evening during the concert and the Middle/Jr. High School, High School Varsity and 
College/University winners will perform at the concert on Saturday evening at the Embassy Suites. 



Workshop Audition Information 
 

As was the case last year, the workshop group levels/placements for the Feria workshops on 
Saturday will be determined by an audition process.  Directly following the competition 
performance, each student will play our audition excerpt for a workshop teacher in a designated 
room.  The audition excerpts are posted on our website www.feriadelmariachi.com under the 
Workshop tab at the top of the page.  
 
Each student must prepare ahead of time, the audition excerpt posted for their respective 
instrument.  Tempo and musical markings are clearly marked for each instrument group.  Each 
student will be placed in a “workshop group” based on the preparation and performance of the 
audition excerpt. 
 
If a director or student elects not to perform the audition excerpt for our teachers, the student will 
automatically be placed in a workshop group by the workshop teachers, regardless of their skill 
level. 
 
Once every student is assessed, they will be placed in a workshop group for Saturday that will 
work on mariachi music that is appropriate for the skill level they displayed during the auditions 
on Friday night.  Students may not change/move workshop groups after the assessments have 
been made. 
 
In the workshop environment, there will be three teachers who will team teach each workshop 
group; a violin teacher, a trumpet teacher and an armonía teacher.   
 
Vocal Workshops 
The vocal workshop portion will include all students; soloists and non-soloists.  Each workshop 
group will have a designated time slot in which they will attend the vocal room to work with a 
specific vocal teacher.  Additionally, a vocal teacher may visit each room regularly to work with 
soloists and the group on any chorus (coro) section(s) that a particular piece may require.  Solo 
singers may be given some one-on-one time with a vocal teacher.  In addition, one of the three 
instrumental teachers may double as a vocal teacher in each workshop group.  Vocal teachers will 
be assigned to each group, respectively. 
 
Violin Audition Music: http://www.feriadelmariachi.com/materials/Violin_Audition.pdf  
 
Trumpet Audition Music: http://www.feriadelmariachi.com/materials/Trumpet_Audition.pdf  
 
Armonía Audition Music: http://www.feriadelmariachi.com/materials/Armonia_Audition.pdf  
 
Guitarrón Audition Music: http://www.feriadelmariachi.com/materials/Guitarron_Audition.pdf  
 
If at any time, a director or student has a question over the audition excerpt or process, feel free to 
contact the Workshop Coordinator, Mr. Bobby Lopez at rl20@txstate.edu.   

 
 

http://www.feriadelmariachi.com/
http://www.feriadelmariachi.com/materials/Violin_Audition.pdf
http://www.feriadelmariachi.com/materials/Trumpet_Audition.pdf
http://www.feriadelmariachi.com/materials/Armonia_Audition.pdf
http://www.feriadelmariachi.com/materials/Guitarron_Audition.pdf
mailto:rl20@txstate.edu


Mariachi Concert 
 

Saturday, March 3, 2012 
7:30 – 9:30pm 
Embassy Suites – San Marcos 

 
 
The concert line-up includes: 

 
 Proclamation from the Mayor of San Marcos 
 Master of Ceremonies, Mr. Valente Rodriguez, from the George Lopez show!    
 1st Place Winners of the Feria del Mariachi 2012 Mariachi Competition (see Competition 

Rules and Regulations Ą Awards Ceremony) 
 Texas State Mariachi Ensembles –Mariachi Nueva Generación and Mariachi Infantil 
 Presentation of a Lifetime Achievement Award, “La Voz de Oro” 
 Mariachi 7 Leguas 

 
The registration fees include concert tickets for all students, up to 2 directors and up to 3 
chaperones.  Additional tickets for the concert may be purchased at the Embassy Suites beginning 
at 6:00pm on Saturday, March 3, 2012. 

 
Entry Fees 

 

Since this festival is an educational event, we are keeping the cost down to a minimum.   
 
The COMPETING STUDENT’S entry fee is $40.00 per student.  This fee includes participation in the 
Mariachi Competition, Mariachi Workshops, Lunch and a ticket to the Mariachi Concert.  
 
The WORKSHOP ONLY STUDENT’s entry fee is $30.00 per student.  This fee includes participation 
in the Mariachi Workshops, Lunch and a ticket to the Mariachi Concert.  
 
The DIRECTOR’S entry fee is $40.00 per person (maximum 2 per ensemble).  This fee includes All 
Workshop Materials, Lunch and a ticket to the Mariachi Concert.   
 
The CHAPERONE’S entry fee is $20.00 per person (maximum 3 per school).  This fee includes 
Lunch and a ticket to the Mariachi Concert.   
 
NOTE: If a school has more than 30 students from one school program, the fee will drop to $30.00 
per student starting with the 31st student. 
 



How to Enter 

 

Complete the entry form that is included in this packet and mail, fax or email it to the School of 
Music at the information listed below: 
 
Mail to: Feria del Mariachi 2012 
  Texas State University 

School of Music 
  601 University Dr. 
  San Marcos, TX 78666 
 
Fax to:  (512) 245-1717  

or  
(512) 245-1236 

 
Email to:  Melissa Hernandez 
  mh88@txstate.edu  
 
NOTE: If you fax or email your entry form, you MUST mail a check or money order for your entry 
fees to the address above or you may pay them online through our PayPal account.  The PayPal 
link can be found on our website, www.feriadelmariachi.com.  We must receive all forms and 
payment in order for your registration to be considered complete.  If you are sending a check from 
your district office, please have them notate the school name associated with the check.  Make 
checks payable to Texas State University.  Your group will NOT be allowed to participate in the 
festival if you do not have a complete application.  You will receive an email confirmation when 
your registration form(s) and check are processed. 
 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  All entry forms must be received by Friday, February 17th at 
5:00pm. 
 
REGISTRATION CHANGES:  School or student changes and cancellations can be made up to 
Friday, February 17th at 5:00pm with a full refund.  After February 17th, no reimbursement will 
be issued.  Student substitutions or instrument/vocal room changes can be made up to Friday, 
February 24th at 5:00pm.  Any changes after that point will have no guarantee on whether the 
proper materials will be available. 

 
Application Checklist 

 
The following must be postmarked, faxed or emailed to the address listed above by Friday, 
February 17th at 5:00pm for your group to be eligible to compete: 
 
Ä Registration Information Form 
Ä Student Information – Roster 
Ä Payment Statement 
Ä Payment – check/money order mailed to the address above or paid online through PayPal 
Ä Verification Statement 

 

mailto:mh88@txstate.edu
http://www.feriadelmariachi.com/


Feria del Mariachi 2012 
March 2-3, 2012 

 
Registration Information Form 

 
 
Mariachi Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Competition Category:    

 Middle/Jr. High School  High School Varsity  High School Non-Varsity 
 

 College/University  Community 

 
School Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
School Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
City, State, Zip: _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
School Phone: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Director(s) Name(s): ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Head Director’s Cell: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Mariachi Competition Music Selections: 

 
1. ______________________________________________________ Arranger(s):_________________________________________ 

 
2. ______________________________________________________ Arranger(s):_________________________________________ 

 
3. ______________________________________________________ Arranger(s):_________________________________________ 

 
4. ______________________________________________________ Arranger(s):_________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: Friday, February 17, 2012 at 5:00pm 



Student Information – Roster (add additional pages as needed)  

 
Mariachi Name: _____________________________________School Name: _______________________________________ 

 
 

Student Name Instrument Competition 
(Y/N) 

Workshops 
(Y/N) 

Workshop 
Level 

1      

2      

3      

4      

5      

6      

7      

8      

9      

10      

11      

12      

13      

14      

15      

16      

17      

18      

19      

20      

 
*In the Workshop Level column, please indicate each student’s performance level based on the 
following: 
 
Beginning MS (BMS)  Beginning HS (BHS)  Beginning College/University (BCU) 
Intermediate MS (IMS) Intermediate HS (IHS) Intermediate College/University (ICU) 
Advanced MS (AMS)  Advanced HS (AHS)  Advanced College/University (ACU) 



Payment Statement 
 
Mariachi Name: _____________________________________School Name: _______________________________________ 

 

Item Quantity Price Subtotal 

# of Competing Students  $40/student  

# of Workshop Only Students  $30/student  

# of Discounted Students (31+)  $30/student  

# of Directors (max. 2/ensemble)  $40/person  

# of Chaperones (max. 3)  $20/person  

  TOTAL  

 
 
 
 COMPETING STUDENT fee includes: Mariachi Competition fee, Mariachi Workshops and 
Materials, Lunch and a ticket to the Mariachi Concert Saturday night  
 
 WORKSHOP ONLY STUDENT fee includes: Mariachi Workshops and Materials, Lunch and a 
ticket to the Mariachi Concert Saturday night  
 
 DISCOUNTED STUDENT fee is for those schools who are bringing more than 30 students to the 
competition and workshops and includes the items listed in the Competing Student notation 
above 
 
 DIRECTOR fee includes: All Workshops and Materials, Lunch and a ticket to the Mariachi 
Concert Saturday night (Maximum: 2 directors per ensemble)   
 
 CHAPERONE fee includes: Lunch and a ticket to the Mariachi Concert Saturday night 
(Maximum: 3 chaperones per ensemble)   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Verification Statement 
 
Mariachi Name: _____________________________________School Name: _______________________________________ 

 
This section must be signed by a school principal or college/university director/dean, verifying 
that ALL students are enrolled at the school competing and are in good academic standing.  Any 
ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔ ./4 ÓÉÇÎÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÁÐÐÒÏÐÒÉÁÔÅ ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÁÃËÅÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ 
considered incomplete and the students will NOT be allowed to compete. 

 
I, __________________________________________________ (print name), verify that the students mentioned in 
this entry form are eligible to participate in the Texas State Feria del Mariachi 2012.  All students 
are currently enrolled at this institution and are in good academic standing.  In the event that the 
students or the school or college/university fails to meet these requirements, I understand that 
the ensemble will be disqualified and will not be allowed to participate in the event. 

 
_________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________ 
Signature        Date 

 
_________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________ 
Position        Phone 
 
 


